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My one-year experience in a supplemental school for college entrance examination
this year has been changing my character into the one more respectful to those around. As a
result, I'm now faring better than I expected in going through this busy period.

In the first place, having had my whole real school experience only in the same girls’
school (from kindergarten to the day), I was sheepish when I took the first class, with some
boys around me and a teacher in front I had never spoken to. First several weeks passed the
way [ had expected: I hardly spoke to anyone. Now I'm remembering that at that awkward
time, my teachers repeatedly told us what a student would be like who would finally pass an
entrance exam. The figure seemed a world apart from me.

What I understood sometime later was the students around me, though to me they
appeared to be doing well both with each other and on tests, had been having the same
experience. Of course they were from different backgrounds, some being good at making
friends by nature and others excellent at English because they spent some time overseas, and
yet all of us were in the dark about whether we would make it on the real test day. This
situation got us together as a kind of team because we often felt ourselves powerless and, on
that occasion, we appreciated the existence of the company, who shares the same objective,
being around. With the help of presence of the fellows, I have been able to follow what has
been told by the teachers in the hope that I will have become the proper figure by the due
day.

Now I have come to understand both how important the presence of others is and
that even if they have grown up in far different settings from each other, having the same
objective at hand connects the people involved. Thanks to this awareness, although I'm still
rough around the edges, my present self can possibly be contributing and active even in a

multicultural environment.



