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(1) The initial test didn’t show any clue to the cause of her complaints in terms of her physical
condition, so she was referred to a psychiatrist and got an antidepressant; it is inferred that
she must firstly have been diagnosed with some trouble in her mental state (of course it is not
true, and instead she had the bacteria in question in her gut).

(2) The role of tetracycline can be to cure infection of the gut, not the artery, because,
according to the text, in those days nothing could be done to angina in the artery and so the
doctor instead tried to deal with some possible trouble in the gut with the medication.
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The author and the collaborator found the possible link between Helicobacter pylori
and both ulcers and even stomach cancer. Well before their discovery, however, another
theory had already been embraced that ulcers are mostly induced by stressful lifestyle, so their
findings were firstly cold-shouldered in the medical kingdom, and it took a decade to get a
few patients interested in their method, and, with now the situation somewhat improved, they
are still struggling to enlighten the public and professionals.

In my opinion, the refusal to accept their theory is partly rooted in confirmation bias,
the way of thinking many people inadvertently tend to adopt and by which they only focus on
the information that strengthens their belief, dismissing the information which challenges it.
This way of thinking is closely connected with the familiarity of contents in information: that
is, people are unlikely to accept something weird to them. In the text the author implies this
point, saying that their idea looked to people as unbelievable as the misconception of the Earth

being flat. Hopefully, I believe that the truth will finally rule over the misunderstanding.
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